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1. SUMMARY: LA PRENSA SUBJECTED TO UNOFFICIAL PRESSURES 

AND HARASSMENT, BUT THERE APPEARS TO BE NO REAL CAMPAIGN TO 
CLOSE THE PAPER. END SUMMARY. 

2. ON THE DAY OF PERON'S DEATH THE PRINTERS UNION, WHICH WAS 

ON STRIKE, AGREED TO SET COPY WHICH WAS DIRECTLY RELATED TO PERON 
AND HIS FUNERAL. LA PRENSA, LONG A FOE OF GEN PERON, HAD ALREADY 
HAD ITS EDITION SET IN TYPE BEFORE THE PRINTERS DECISION WAS 
KNOWN. THUS, IT WAS THE ONLY PAPER TO CARRY NON-PERON RELATED 
ARTICLES ON THE DAY FOLLOWING HIS DEATH. TO MAKE MATTERS WORSE, 

LA PRENSA ALSO PUBLISHED ON JULY 2, A LONG AND BITTER EDITORIAL 
REVIEWING PERON'S CAREER IN THE MOST NEGATIVE TERMS. IT WAS 
SO GENERALLY CONSIDERED TO HAVE BEEN IN BAD TASTE THAT TWO 
MEMBERS OF THE GAINZA PAZ FAMILY PUBLICLY DISASSOCIATED THEMSELVES 
FROM THE EDITORIAL. 

3. BECAUSE OF THESE ACTIONS, LA PRENSA NOW FINDS ITSELF UNDER 
ATTACH FROM PERONIST AND UNION CIRCLES. LA PRENSA'S UNIONIZED 
EMPLOYEES HAVE CALLED FOR THE PAPERS "NATIONALIZATION ", WHILE 
THE NEWSVENDORS ASSOCIATION HAS SAID IT WOULD "BREAK RELATIONS'" 
CONFIDENTIAL 

CONFIDENTIAL 

PAGE 02 BUENOS 05231 162249Z 

WITH THE PAPER. TO DATE, NO ACTION HAS BEEN TAKEN THAT WOULD 
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PUT LA PRENSA OUT OF BUSINESS. HOWEVER THE PROBLEMS MENTIONED 
ABOVE. PLUS A PARALLEL LOSS OF ADVERTISING. HAVE FURTHER 
EXACERBATED THE PAPERS ALREADY CHRONICALLY POOR FINANCIAL 
SITUATION. 

4. COMMENT: WHILE LA PRENSA I UNDOUBTEDLY IN FOR ROUGH SAILING 
IN THE NEXT FEW WEEKS, IT APPEARS UNLIKELY THAT THE GOVERMENT, 
PREOCCUPIED WITH OTHER MATTERS, WILL TAKE DIRECT ACTION TO CLOSE 
IT. THE UNIONS WILL NO DOUBT HARASS THE PAPER, BUT WITHOUT 
SOME PUSH FROMTHE GOVERNMENT ARE UNLIKELY TO TAKE ACTION 
WHICH WOULD RESULT IN ITS CLOSURE. THIS COUD CHANGE HOWEVER IF 
LA PRENSA CONTINUES TO ATTACK THE MORORY OF PERON. 
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